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The climate crisis and changes to the environment are global issues that will impact everyone, and tennis is no different.  Whether it be the impact of 

extreme temperatures on events and competitions or the risk of flooding that rising sea levels and severe weather pose for all tennis venues around the 

country, we must act to secure a sustainable future for tennis in Britain.

 

This Environmental Sustainability Action Plan aims to serve as a template for a tennis venue to adopt, adapt and build its own environmental 

sustainability plan.

 

The plan has been broken up into nine core areas. With advice from sustainability experts, the plan contains recommendations and tips to suit a range 

of tennis venues to become more environmentally sustainable.

 

·       Wildlife and nature conservation

·       Water use

·       Energy and carbon

·       Sustainable travel

·       Waste management

·       Food and beverage / Clubhouse catering and bar operations

·       Purchasing and procurement

·       Training and education

·       Building your green network

 

 Use this template to start building your own plan by deleting those actions that are not relevant, adding your own and making use of the additional 

support within the template to other climate bodies and from within the LTA venue Support Toolkit. 

Environmental Sustainability Action Plan Template



Wildlife and Conservation

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

Protected species on club grounds 

and club buildings

We will identify the widespread species (those found across a large geographical area) and protected species 

likely to be present in and around our club, such as bats and breeding birds. We will adapt our management 

techniques and operation timings to avoid impacting or disturbing them.

members

Protected 

species and 

development: 

advice for 

local planning 

authorities

reported at committee 

meetings

We will survey club grounds for invasive species and make efforts to ensure that invasive plants do not spread 

beyond the club’s boundaries.
members

reported at committee 

meetings

We will investigate the source of all soils introduced to the site to ensure that invasive species are not inadvertently 

introduced to the club grounds.
members

reported at committee 

meetings

We will take action to reduce the coverage of invasive species (if eradication is not possible) on club grounds. members
reported at committee 

meetings

We will dispose of any waste arising from the management of invasive species according to best practice 

guidance. 
members

reported at committee 

meetings

We will consider the provision of potted plants close to the clubhouse in summer as a source of nectar for local 

wildlife.
members

reported at committee 

meetings

We will consider creating log piles, installing bird and bat boxes and planting wildflowers, particularly bee-friendly 

plants and hedgerows. 
members

reported at committee 

meetings

We seek to protect and promote wildlife habitats, environmentally sensitive areas and green spaces. members
Simple things 

you can do to 

help wildlife

reported at committee 

meetings

We will avoid, minimise or mitigate negative impacts on biodiversity and ecological resources arising through the 

club’s operations.
members

reported at committee 

meetings

We will endeavour to create new habitats to enhance the ecology and biodiversity surrounding the club e.g. 

installing bird boxes, building a bug hotel or creating natural log piles. 
members

RSPB Take 

Action for 

Nature

reported at committee 

meetings

Biodiversity

We must strike a balance between the needs of a functioning tennis club and nature conservation. We will uphold our responsibility to protect wild birds, animals and plants, and endeavour to create habitats that 

enhance the local ecology and biodiversity.  

Wildlife and Nature Conservation

Invasive plant and animal species

The clubhouse gardens and green 

space

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/protected-species-how-to-review-planning-applications
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/actions
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/nature-on-your-doorstep/take-action-for-nature-in-your-community?utm_campaign=sowi-web&utm_source=in-community&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=en
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/nature-on-your-doorstep/take-action-for-nature-in-your-community?utm_campaign=sowi-web&utm_source=in-community&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=en
https://www.rspb.org.uk/get-involved/activities/nature-on-your-doorstep/take-action-for-nature-in-your-community?utm_campaign=sowi-web&utm_source=in-community&utm_medium=referral&utm_content=en


Water Usage

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

We will record annual water usage on the club grounds and in the clubhouse and will investigate the associated 

financial cost. Committee

reported at committee 

meeting

We will undertake a water usage audit to prioritise areas for water efficiency measures and their impact. 
Committee

reported at committee 

meeting

We will undertake simple, cost-effective measures to improve water efficiency and will research possible initiatives 

to adopt, such as such as tap restrictors, and low-flow WCs. 

Committee

Check 

out Waterwise for 

some cost-saving 

measures.
already installed

We will research water loss reduction methods. 
Committee dependent on water loss

Recording water use and increasing 

water efficiency

Water Use

Water is a precious shared resource, and we must balance the needs of the club with those of local services, residents and wildlife. We must ensure that we use water economically without polluting or harming the 

local environment.

https://www.waterwise.org.uk/save-water/
https://www.waterwise.org.uk/save-water/
https://www.waterwise.org.uk/save-water/
https://www.waterwise.org.uk/save-water/


Energy and Carbon

Energy and Carbon

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

Governance 

We will elect a committee member/senior club official to take responsibility for delivering energy objectives through 

developing and implementing a club-wide energy strategy. 

Responsibilities may include:

- Ongoing monitoring and reporting on energy use and cost

- Benchmarking performance, identifying exceptions and instigating corrective actions

- Communicating with volunteers to encourage all members to be energy aware and play their part

- identifying and implementing opportunities for reducing energy consumption and for using alternative lower carbon 

sources of energy

- keeping abreast of, and managing relevant regulatory requirements and new technical developments

- identifying sources of external funding for energy efficiency investment and support when required

Chair
reported at committee 

meetings

We will record annual energy usage for the club grounds and clubhouse and will investigate the associated cost. chair
reported at committee 

meetings

We will calculate your venues carbon footprint. chair

Carbon Trust 

Carbon Footprint 

Calculator

reported at committee 

meetings

We will undertake an energy audit to identify the main energy use areas and prioritise areas for energy efficiency 

measures. We will compare our energy consumption to previous months or years to track consumption variances.
chair

reported at committee 

meetings

We will undertake simple, cost-effective measures to improve energy efficiency and will research possible initiatives 

using the LTA’s sustainability guidance. 

Introduction to 

Saving Energy

We will ensure members are aware of their responsibility to switch off electrical equipment when not in use.

We will consider installing 24/7 timers on electrical equipment. already installed

We will sign up to energy updates from the LTA Buying Group to continually secure the best energy rates. LTA Buying Group

We will install a smart meter so bills are automatically generated based on actual readings, and we will use the data to 

take further energy saving actions. already installed

We will install timers on ceiling heaters in main area and toilet already installed

We will use posters and visual aids to remind people to turn off lights. already in place

We will label light switches so only the required ones are used. already in place

We will keep windows clean to optimise daylight hours.

 We will consider fitting photocell sensors to switch off lights when daylight will suffice, including in footpath and other 

exterior areas. already in place

Where viable, we will use LED lighting. already in place

Heating and Boilers

Recording energy and carbon

Lighting

Saving energy has both environmental and financial benefits. Small but significant changes to heating, lighting and energy use can have a huge impact on reducing the club’s bills and carbon footprint, whilst 

improving sustainability and compliance.

https://www.carbontrust.com/our-work-and-impact/guides-reports-and-tools/sme-carbon-footprint-calculator
https://www.carbontrust.com/our-work-and-impact/guides-reports-and-tools/sme-carbon-footprint-calculator
https://www.carbontrust.com/our-work-and-impact/guides-reports-and-tools/sme-carbon-footprint-calculator
https://www.lta.org.uk/4a84b7/siteassets/roles/venues/file/lta-saving-energy-guidance.pdf
https://www.lta.org.uk/4a84b7/siteassets/roles/venues/file/lta-saving-energy-guidance.pdf
https://www.ltabuyinggroup.co.uk/#welcome


Sustainable Travel

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

We will investigate interest within the membership for a car share scheme (to the club and to matches) to 

encourage members to travel together.

already occuring when 

practical

We will continue to encourage our members to walk, cycle or use public transport when visiting the club. 
club has bike racks 

installed

Sustainable 

Travel

Sustainable Travel
Supporting and encouraging sustainable travel and transport modes can drastically reduce congestion, cost, emissions and also improve our health and wellbeing.



Waste Management 

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

We will undertake simple, cost-effective measures to reduce and reuse waste 

We will consider selling (club-branded) refillable drinks bottles to members to reduce plastic bottle usage. most members use their 

own reusable water bottles

We will consider banning plastic straws and other single-use plastic items, sourcing eco-friendly alternatives.
Environment 

Agency - Preventing 

Plastic Pollution 

We will make every attempt to extend the life of tennis balls for as long as possible. e.g. using them in ball machines, repressurising already in place

We will provide recycling bin for paper, plastic, tins, cardboard and glass. Labelled accordingly. already in place

We will only print documentation when required already in place

We will store our waste safely and securely. already in place

We will ensure that all waste is taken and disposed of in correct household bin. Not enough generated for a formal local council contract. already in place

Encourage members to contribute to your recycling efforts. website and newsletters.
members already adhere to 

the waste separation.

Waste Management

Reducing and 

reusing waste

Recycling and 

waste disposal

Waste is generated in all areas of the club and it’s our collective responsibility to manage this. Reducing, reusing and recycling waste has significant environmental and financial benefits, including diverting from landfill.

https://preventingplasticpollution.com/resources/guidance-for-community-sports-clubs/
https://preventingplasticpollution.com/resources/guidance-for-community-sports-clubs/
https://preventingplasticpollution.com/resources/guidance-for-community-sports-clubs/


F&B, Catering

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

We will consider replacing plastic items with eco-friendly alternatives such as wooden forks/spoons.

We will keep fridge away from heat sources. already in place

Members responsibility to turn on/off fridge e.g. before and after a visiting team match already in place

Food & Beverage / Clubhouse Catering

Food and Beverage / Clubhouse catering and Bar operations

Sustainable food and beverage operations demand efficient, well-maintained catering equipment. We must also optimise the source and storage of food and drink served in the club/clubhouse.



Purchasing and Procurement 

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

 We will try to minimise packaging where possible and seek packaging which is recycled, 

contains recycled content or can easily be recycled.

We will ask suppliers to provide information on product manufacture/origin and will 

endeavour to choose local suppliers to reduce costs and carbon footprint.

We will consider energy efficiency ratings when purchasing equipment. 

Club procurement policy

Purchasing and Procurement 

The club can have a positive impact outside our organisation – and save costs – through ethical, mindful and sustainable decision-making when selecting products and services.



Training and Education

Informed members and staff are better equipped and motivated to save energy, support the environmental policy and help the club reach its goals.

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

We will provide a forum/platform for members to contribute energy saving ideas.

club already has a 

minimal carbon 

footprint

We will post signage to remind members of the energy savings that can be made through simple 

behavioural changes such as switching off lights 

We will appoint a named staff environmental champion to liaise with the club committees and report 

energy saving ideas. committee committee meeting

We will present potential energy-saving measures to the membership at the AGM.

We will provide a forum within the AGM to generate ideas from the membership on how they can 

contribute to saving energy.

Volunteer / Staff Education and 

training 

Membership education and 

training

Training and Education 



Network 

Building our 'GREEN' Network

Area Action Who's Responsible When Support From Progress / Comments 

We will research ‘green’ bodies in the community with the potential to advance the club’s environmental agenda. 

We will network and have climate conversations with local ‘green’ groups. Climate Outreach

We will consider becoming involved in neighbourhood planning to have a say in our local community. Networking

To be a meaningful force for good, the club will seek to collaborate and network with local groups committed to protecting the environment and improving sustainability. 

https://climateoutreach.org/reports/how-to-have-a-climate-change-conversation-talking-climate/

